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USEEC 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, TU 

SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT CRISIS: DEMIREL DECIDES TO TOUGH IT OUT 
REF: ANKARA 9252 (DTG 2 1 1439Z DEC 77) 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: AFTER CONSULTATIONS WITH ITS SENATORS AND 
DEPUTIES DEC. 21, THE JUSTICE PARTY (NP) ANNOUNCED THAT IT WOULD 
NOT RESIGN OR ASK FOR A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE. INSTEAD, THE JP 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ANKARA 09281 01 OF 02 221443Z 

INVITED THE REPUBLICAN PEOPLE'S PARTY (RPP) TO BRING A PARLIA- 
MENTARY CENSURE MOTION AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT AND PLEDGED TO 
RESIGN IF IT CARRIED BY EVEN ONE VOTE. (THE RPP PRESENTED SUCH 
A MOTION DEC. 22.) THIS TACTIC, THE MOST TIME-CONSUMING OF 
THOSE AVAILABLE TO THE JP, MAY REFLECT BOTH DF.MIRFJ.'S OWN TENACITY 
AND SUCH CONSIDERATIONS AS GIVING TIME FOR ADDING TO ECEVIT'S 
DIFFICULTIES IN BRINGING DOWN THIS GOVERNMENT AND FORMING A NEW 
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ONE. IN A BITTER FORETASTE OF THE COMING BATTLE, THE JP HAS 
ACCUSED THE RPP OF RESORTING TO INTRIGUE AND THE JP DEFECTORS OF 
RECEIVING FAVORS IN EXCHANGE FOR THEIR RESIGNATIONS. THE PUB- 
LICIZING OF A "SECRET" MEETING BETWEEN ECEVIT AND THE JP DISSI- 
DENTS IN ISTANBUL FED SPECULATION ABOUT DEAL-MAKING. RPP DEPUTY 
SECGEN ISIK TOLD US ECEVIT PROBABLY CAN FORM A COALITION GOVERN- 
MENT BY MID-JANUARY. END SUMMARY. 

2 AFTER LENGTHY MEETINGS OF THE JP'S JOINT SENATE AND NATIONAL 
ASSEMBLY (NA) GROUP AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD ON DEC. 21, PARTY 
SPOKESMEN STATED THAT THE JP HAD DECIDED NOT TO RESIGN OR 
ASK FOR AVOTE OF CONFIDENCE, AND THEY CHALLENGED THE OPPOSI- 
TION RPP TO SUBMIT A CENSURE MOTION. A PARTY STATEMENT ALSO 
CONFIRMED EARLIER REPORTS THAT THE JP WILL RESIGN FROM THE 
GOVERNMENT IF THE CENSURE MOTION IS CARRIED BY A SIMPLE MAJORITY OF 
THOSE VOTING, ALTHOUGH THE CONSITUTION REQUIRES 226 VOTES TO 
UNSEAT THE GOVERNMENT. ACCORDING TO MIDDAY RADIO NEWS DEC. 22, 

THE RPP TABLED A CENSURE MOTION. 

3. IN PUBLIC STATEMENTS DEC. 21, THE JP OPENED A BITTER ATTACK 
AGAINST THE RPP AND JP DEFECTORS. DEMIREL REPORTEDLY SAID THAT 
THE RPP RESORTED TO UNDERHANDED METHODS TO WOO JP DEPUTIES AFTER 
THE JUNE 5 ELECTIONS AND THAT SIMILAR INTRIGUES ARE AGAIN UNDER- 
WAY. A JP OFFICIAL SUPPORTED DEMIREL WITH ACCUSATIONS THAT SOME 
OF THOSE WHO RESIGNED FROM THE PARTY RECEIVED CARS, OTHERS CASH, 
OTHERS LIQUIDATION OF DEBTS. HE ADDED THAT ALL OF THE RE- 
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SIGNEES WERE "HEADQUARTERS' CANDIDATES'" IN THE LAST ELECTION WHO 
HAD BEEN GIVEN ASSURED PLACES ON THE ELECTION LISTS AND WHO 
OWED NO OBLIGATION TO A CONSTITUENCY. 

4. SPECULATION THAT SOMETHING UNSEEMLY WAS AFOOT WAS FED WHEN 
NEWSMEN DISCOVERED THAT RPP CHAIRMAN ECEVIT AND THE GROUP 

OF RECENTLY RESIGNED JP DEPUTIES TRIED TO MEET SECRETLY AFTER 
MIDNIGHT ON DEC. 21 IN AN ISTANBUL MOTEL. AS ECEVIT WAS LEAVING 
ISTANBUL DEC. 21. HE RESPONDED TO REPORTERS' QUESTIONS AND 
HOTLY DENIED THAT THE RPP WAS INVOLVED IN BUYING DEPUTIES. HE 
ADDED THAT THE RPP HAD CONSISTENTLY OPPOSED SUCH TACTICS WHEN 
USED BY OTHER PARTIES AND THAT HE RESPECTED DEPUTIES WHO WERE 
LOYAL TO THEIR CONSCIENCES AND TO THE PEOPLE. 

5. RPP DEPUTY SECGEN HASAN ESAT ISIK TOLD US DEC. 21 THAT HE 
BELIEVED RPP CHAIRMAN ECEVIT COULD AND WOULD FORM A NEW GOVERN- 
MENT-A COALITION RATHER THAN THE ONE-PARTY GOVERNMENT PREFERRED 
BY THE RPP. THE PARTY HAD BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE CHAIRMEN OF THE 
TWO SMALL OPPOSITION PARTIES, FEYZIOGLU (REPUBLICAN RELIANCE- 
TWO SEATS) AND BOZBEYLI (DEMOCRAT-ONE SEAT). ISIK WAS AT THAT 
TIME EXPECTING A REPORT FROM ECEVIT ON HIS TALKS IN ISTANBUL 

WITH THE JP DEFECTORS, WHICH WOULD DETERMINE WHETHER THE 
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GOVERNMENT COULD BE FORMED. ISIK ASSERTED THAT HIS PARTY "UNDER- 
STOOD" THAT IT COULD NOT CARRY OUT ITS OWN PROGRAM IN A COALITION 
AND THAT CONCESSIONS WOULD HAVE TO BE MADE TO THE PARTNERS. 
ASKED ABOUT THE ATTITUDE OF THE PARTY'S LEFT WING TOWARD SUCH 
CONCESSIONS. HE SAID THE LEFT WING ACCEPTED THE REALITY THAT THERE 
WAS NO ALGERNATIVE. ASSUMING THAT THE GOVERNMEN FELL SOMETIME 
IN THE NEXT WEEK, ISIK FORECAST THAT ECEVIT COULD FORM HIS 
GOVERNMENT IN THE FIRST HALF OF JANUARY. 
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6. COMMENT: 

A. BY INVITING A CENSURE MOTION, THE IP HAS CHOSEN THE MOST TIME- 
CONSUMING OF THE THREE OPTIONS AVAILABLE OT IT AND WILL HAVE AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO FORCE A DEBATE ON THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SHORT- 
COMINGS OF THE CURRENT COALITION. ACCORDING TO THE PROVISIONS 

OF THE TURKISH CONSTITUTION (ART. 59), MOVEMENT TO A VOTE OF 
CONFIDENCE THROUGH INTRODUCTION OF A CENSURE MOTION IS A PRO- 
CESS THAT CAN REQUIRE FROM SEVEN TO 12 DAYS, AND PERHAPS LONGER. 

B. PROBABLY DEMIREL'S PERSONAL TENACITY- AND THE DANGER TO HIS 
OWN LEADERSHIP OF THE PARTY— ARE BASIC REASONS BEHIND THE DECISION 
AGAINST RESIGNATION OR A REQUEST FOR A VOTE OF CONFIDENCE. 

IN ADDITION, SEVERAL TACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS COULD BE INVOLVED. 

FIRST, BY INSISTING ON BEING FORCED OUT, THE JP CAN DEFEND 

ITSELF FROM POTENTIAL ACCUSATIONS BY ITS COALITION PARTNERS THAT 

IT "DELIVERED THE COUNTRY TO THE LEFT." SIMILARLY, DEMIREL 

AND THE IP LEADERSHIP MAY ALSO PROTECT THEMSELVES FROM CRITICISM 

WITHIN THE PARTY THAT THEY DID NOT GO DOWN FIGHTING. ANOTHER 

FACTOR COULD BE THE HOPE THAT BY EXTENDING THE CRISIS PERIOD, 

DEMIREL CAN GIVE HIMSELF MORE TIME AND A BETTER SETTING FOR 
COUNTER-PRESSURES AGAINST BOTH THE DEFECTORS AND THE RPP WHICH 
WOULD MAKE IT MORE DIFFICULT FOR ECEVIT TO BRING DOWN THE 
GOVERNMENT AND FORM A NEW ONE. ALSO, ECEVIT'S APPARENT 
TENDENCY TOWARD MISCALCULATIONS BASED ON OPTIMISM, AS DEMON- 
STRATED WHEN HE RESIGNED FROM THE GOVERNMENT IN 1974 AND WHEN HE 
TRIED TO FORM A MINORITY GOVERNMENT LAST JUNE, MAY GIVE RISE TO 
HOPES WITHIN THE JP LEADERSHIP THAT, GIVEN TIME, ECEVIT MAY MIS- 
CALCULATE AGAIN. 

C. IT IS BECOMING CLEAR THAT THE CENSURE VOTE WILL INVOLVE A 
MUD-SLINGING CONTEST. WHILE DEMIREL AND THE JP APPARENTLY HAVE 
GIVEN UP HOPE OF WNNING BACK THE DEFECTORS, THEY CAN MAKE 
THEM AS POLITICALLY UNDESIRABLE AS POSSIBLE-AND PERHAPS THEREBY 
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CAN DISCOURAGE OTHERS FROM FOLLOWING THEIR EXAMPLE. NO DOUBT 
THE JP WILL ALSO TRY TO IMPUGN THE MOTIVES OF THE PARTY WITH 
WHICH THE DEFECTORS ARE DEALING, AND WILL SEEK TO DISCREDIT ANY 
GOVERNMENT FORMED WITH THEM. ECEVIT CAN RESPOND THAT DEMIREL 
FORMED HIS 1975 COALITION BY WINNING DEFECTIONS FROM THE DEMOCRAT 
PARTY. SUCH AN EXCHANGE CAN HARDLY DO MUCH TO BRING THE TWO MAJOR 
PARTIES CLOSER TO THE "GRAND COALITION "THAT MANY HAD HOPED FOR. 
SPIERS 
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